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HE Gerdes of a Letter was as 


thin's Church at London-Stone, when' the 
Prayers were finiſhed 1 found that Mr. 
Joner was to preach ; who after a "ſhort 
rayer 'before his Sermon, choſe his Text 
out of St. John's Goſpel, - chap. vi. 21. the 
Words are, Then they gladly received — 
into the Ship, and —— the Ship wa 
at the Land whither they: went; which be 
read out of a Pocket Teſtament he had for 
that Purpoſe; for Notes he had none that I 
could perceive, but preached extempore. 
He introduced his Sermon in theſe or ſuch 
like Words; © That it was certainly the 
Duty of a Miniſter to conſider his Text, 
and what he was to ſay upon it, before that 
Time; but that for his part, he did not 
know his Text till that Moment; and that 
he had it immediately from God; and then 


ſome Perſon in that Congregation was to- 
receive a peculiar Bleſſing from it that 
4+ Night,” - 


follows : Going ' on Nov. 5. 1758. 
in the Evening, being Sunday, to St. Si- 
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appointed to-inſtrua! — 
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talked in this manner, no Perſon who! 


— With che Writings of 12 
Weſley, or "Whitfield, > can * think A, oft 


doubt of. And ſorry © 1 am to 
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Aud here I,canpot-help..abſerxing, «that 
upon our denying the Uſe of ;ithelc, and 
ſuch like, Expreſfigne,e ande the; Glaims, 
which they. ſeem] tofämply, it f has beet 


ſtrongly hinted, if not. directly. afferted; 
that we deny the Aſſiſtances of the Spirit 


IIitlans, and gall- Perſons Esthuſſaſts 
for claiming this A ſſiſtance.—Ihat we 
deny the extr aoratnary Aſſiſtauce of, the 


vho Spirit, is certainly: right; t. chat We 
wy eny the i Inflences. 1 as 
47 certainly, wrong. Such an, Aſſettion or 
der ae e  mat;tmojriontly: f cad 
— uncharitable, agd indeed I cannot but! ſay 


wicked, as it, ſeryès to enrage People a- 
71 us, and to, make them look upon 
us (as indeed ws, ſhould: be;,waythis: but 
Truth), falſe ta- our] Truſt, 1 

of our Commiſſion, -bath as, Miniſters of 
the Goſpel in general, and of our Church 
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in this reſpect, from their Writings which 
are left behind them; ſuch as Barrow, 
Hotſon, Scott, Sharpe, i Stan- 


hope, 
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8 Point, we May j dve 


No as "their Writin 
never as yet 
but haye often. * 5 * 1 
a Abd as fat pf | i 
mongſt our Clergy, a which yen 1 50 po 

ſo very ſmall, they we xeral Ibo n 
for pretending to an extraordi 


ſuch Expreſſions, as are pro 


being 


God J am not ſo unfortunate as to kno 


. 2. 2 


rn og. 


ige, W hich F kk th 


om that Acqu 


and hea Men Enthuftaſts, 
ing the ordinary Influences of Grabe but 
Aſif 
uſe of 
or ſuch 
Affiſtance only. I have fai thus much 
on this Ft ir 8 * to _prevept P eople from 

iftaken, or deteived in this Cat: 
But Would Wers bg. y amongſt us, who 


ance of the Spirit, and for makin 
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Reverend Sir, 


f | 

2 A —_ to my Promiſe, I fit down 2 
i to anſwer your Favour of the 8th 

_.u Wult. and ſhall, without farther Preface, pro- 

652 {ceed to the Caſe in point. Your Queries I 


vill endeavour to anſwer in the Order you : 
wal have placed them in. The Subſtance of 

3) the Firſt is, Upon what Authority and 
„Warrant from Scripture and Reaſon I told 
amy Hearers, that my taking John vi. 21. 

bor my Text, was immediately from God ?” 
n think I have ſtated your Queſtion clearly 
end fairly. Before I give in my Anſwer, 
l beg leave to explain my Terms, and to 
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Reverend Sir, 
0 40 Dil . N 2. At 3 


0) Sund Evening I was at Land- 


Stone Church, where, if 1 miſtake 


not, J heard you preach on John vi. 21. 
the Words are as follow ; Then they willingly 
received him into the Ship, and immediately 


'he Ship was at tbe Lung whrther they went. 
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can pu arge any smn from Regs? 


ſon pg this Purpoſe ?:Bux,perhap®.y0limee, 
ever ſof* fioucks 


Ss Frs g. 


* Reaion; for telling yaut Hearerg boote 


Fo me, I confeſs, this appears 


to diſtinguiſh this from Enthuſiaſm; ſo that 
I. canngt., but. belieye that you went much 
too far in this Caſe, that your Pretenſions 
were groundlefs, and that all ſober xnd ju - 


dicious Chriſtians will diſapprove; ſuck De N 
clarations ; and I hope you will not blame - 
me. for fayingthat you ought, in your next 
Diſeourſe to that Congregation, to condemn 
tuch 1 at : leaſt, if you will do 
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I have 


L r 


T have inſerted a Copy of this Part of my 
firſt Letter to the Reverend Mr. Jones, t 
prevent Miſtakes:; the Subſtance of it's, 
I think, nearly the ſame with what I hays 


ſaid, p. 4. of the Preface. I ſhould not 


heve pitted it in this Part, but 1 could 


not have a Copy of it before, as Mr. Fon 
was from home, The Reader therefore 


will, I hope, excule me e for en it im. 
oe . 


VG 


7 4 * 2 5353S 


Reverend Mr. Jones. 


N 


Now ſit down as 1 propoſed to con- 
| ſider of your Letter, and to give 

you my Reaſons for not being fatif- 
fied with your Haier, to my firſt . 
ſtion. The 


Firſt Queſtion then was as Elms 
Upon what Authority, either of Scrip- 
ture or Reaſon, you told your . Hear- 


of you had your Text immediately from 
od 2 


Tam, Sir, very glad to find, _ in 


your Anſwer to this firſt Queſtion, you 
a diſclaim 


n | 11$- 36; ; £1 Oy - 8 a 2 need 22 
iE — wks owl 1 DR 4 Lo 1 


24 
Ws 
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ai chair m all 3 Aſifances of the 
Holy Spirit, and plead for nothing mor 
than the common Influences of Grace, 
Your Words are, I do. not mean any 
Revelation, or extraordinary ' Inſpiration 
from the Lord, but only that ordinary 
Inſpiration, and Aſſiſtance of his Holy 
Spirit, common'to all Believers: in every 
Ape of the Church.“ And this is a 


Point which I cannot 3 taking a pat- 


ticular Notice of; becauſe there are Per- 
ſons (amongſt whom I confeſs myſelf to 
have been one, and indeed. ſtrongly in- 
duced by this Expreſſion of yours) who 
were of opinion that you claimed an Aſ- 
ſiſtance beyond this. And I could alſo 
wiſh that your Hearers were fully ſatiſ- 
fied in this reſpect becauſe I am ſtrong- 
ly ſuſpicious (and perhaps not without 
Reaſon) that many of them do look upon 
you as aſſiſted in a greater degree than this 
will admit of. This Confeſſion of yours 


then, and alſo ſome other Paſlages i in your 


"Anſwer to this Queſtion, reduces you to a 
level with other Chriſtians, and with your 
Brethren the Clergy. | 


That Chriſtians have the common. At 
fiſtances of Grace beſtowed on them, is a 
Point which I ſhall contend for as much 
TON 2 a 
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as yourſelf. It is no more than what Is 
promiſed in Holy Writ ; and it is neceſ- 
fary to enable us for the Practice of Ho- 
lineſs. And that Miniſters in particular, 


who are entruſted with the preaching of 
the Goſpel, will be endowed with that 


Aſſiſtance which is promiſed, or is necef- 


fary and proper for the Diſcharge of their 


Duty, I do believe as firmly as you can, 


Thus far then, Sir, there is no difference 
between us. But though I agree with 
you thus much in general, yet we differ 


greatly when we deſcend to Particulars, I 


allow then the Doctrine of the common | 
Aſſiſtances of God's Spirit. And the Que- 


ſtion between us is, 1ft, Whether upon this 


Principle Chriſtian Teachers may expect to 
receive, or may properly ſay they have a 
Text immediately from God? —Then adly, 
How ſhall we know in what manner to ap- 
ply this Rule to particular Inſtances? 
And then 3dly, How does it appear as to 
your own Caſe, that your particular Text 
was had immediately from God? Theſe 
Three Points being reſolved, and proved 
to be true from the common Aſſiſtances 
of the Spirit, will I think ſufficiently vin- 
dicate your Caſe ; but nothing ſhort of 


this will doit. Now as thoſe Arguments, 
which you have produced in Defence of 


1 yourſelf, 
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yourſelf, tend, chiefly, if I rhiftake/ not, 


to eſtabliſh the general Principle, that 
the Teachers of Chriſtianity may ex- 
pet to receive, and may 1 ſay 
they have, a Text immediately from God, 
let us therefore, as indeed it is proper we 


ſhould, conſider this Point firſt. You 


think this may be warranted from the 
common Aſſiſtances of Grace; but I im 


of a very different Opinion; and my Rea- 


- 


ſons for being fo, ate as follow. 


F irſt, becauſe theſe Words having 7 


Text immediately from God do in their na: 


tural, obvious, and commonly received 
Interpretation imply an immediate Revela- 
tion from God: and that this is the natu- 
ral, obvious, and commonly received In- 
terpretation is, I think, evident from 
hence; becauſe it is not only the primary 
Senſe which offers itſelf to the Mind 
upon hearing of theſe Words; but it is 
alſo the very Senſe which all Perſons, as 
far as I can find, put upon this Expreſ- 
fon. Tis in this light the Words 
appear to me, and to all to whom 1 


have mentioned them; and you may 
know that I have mentioned them to hot 


a few; Men of Judgment and Learning, 


and otherwiſe ; both to Clergy. and Laity. 


FREE 


* 


Nein 
to People that are your own Admirers, as 
well as to others; ſome of which think 


you did not make uſe of the Expreſſion; 
and this proves they take it to be wrong; 
| others indeed would defend it, becauſe 


they think you have that Afiſtanee which 
the Words do imply : but all, as far as T 
learn, do agree in this ; that the Expreſ- 
ſion does imply an immediate Revelation 
from Heaven. Now that Senſe of an 
Expreſſion wich firſt offers itſelf to the 

Mind upon the hearing of it, and that 
Senſe of it in which it is generally under- 
ſtood by Mankind, I take to be the na- 
tural, obvious, and commonly received 


Meaning of the Expreſſion. Upon which 


beg leave to make ufe of this following 
Argument, 28 19 * 8 


If theſe Words having any thing, ſup- 


poſe a Text, immediately from God, do in 


this natural, obvious, and generally al- 


lowed Senſe; imply an immediate Revelala- 


tion from God; and if the common Aſſiſt- 
_ ances of Grace do not warrant any ſuch 


immediate Revelation from God, (which 
is a Point I believe few will require me 
to prove,) then the Conſequence I think 
is plain, that the ordinary Aſſiſtances of 
the Spirit do not wartant our making * 


46 


of this Expreffion, or teach us to expect 


Gon. 


| But, Sir, this | is not the 5 ent Method 
whereby I would determine the Senſe of 
theſe Words. Try the Force and Mean- 
ing of them in another Propoſition ; ſup- 
y_ the following. 


Whatever Doctrine a Man. has imme- 


a ately from God, is ee true. 


Can you, Sir, think any Man wool 
deny the Truth of this Propofition ? For 
my Part I cannot think any one would; 
and therefore till the contrary be proved, 
I ſhall take it for granted that no Perſon 
would deny it, but that all would admit 
it as certainly true. If this be allowed 
me, I would aſk in what Senſe the Words 


having a Doctrine immediately from God are 


to be underſtood i in this Propoſition? Do 


they imply an ordinary or an extraordi- 
nary Aſſiſtance of the Spirit? There can 


be no Doubt but that they imply an ex- 


traordinary; becauſe it is ſuch only that 


can lead to Infallibility, From hence 
then we may judge to what Aſſiſtance 
of th — theſe Words do agree in this 


Propo- 


that we ſhall have a Text er. from | 


e Rods it Bod oo 


in f 8 1 


1 # 


_ 


— 
— 


eee 


dered. 


618979 


Propoſition, not the ordinary but extra- 


ordinary.” And as theſe Words do in this 


Propoſition ſeem to carry their own na- 
tural, and proper Meaning with them, 
without any Force or Violence, (unleſs 
the contrary be proved) I muſt conclude 
from hence, that in their natural. and 
proper Senſe, they do reſpect the extra- 


ordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit. 


Perhaps i it may be not unworthy of our 
Notice to obſerve the plain Conſequence 
of this natural, and obvious Senſe of theſe 
Words in this Propoſition, that it leads 
directly to Infallibility ; fo that whoever 
has a Text, Doctrine, or whatever elſe, 
immediately from God, in that reſpect he 
is infallibly right. Whether this be a 
Claim which the common Aſſiſtances of 
Grace can warrant, or the Clergy of a 


Proteſtant Church e let . May 


determine, 


Again, Sir, try the Moulin of theſe 
Words in another Propoſition, which is 
the oppoſite of that we Dave: * conll- 


, 


WO Dedtris ine, though bad bene ately from | 
Ged, may 0 be ta fe. 1 ac 


Now, 


. 

Now, Sir, J would aſk; Wheeler oi 
can think this Propoſition may be true? 
According to your Senſe of. the Words, 
 #mmetliately from God, you not only may, 
but you muſt necefſarily aſſert it can be 
true, that you may vindicate yourſelf 
in the Uſe of this - Expreffion. - For 
if, according to your Notions, theſe 
Words are applicable to the ordinary 
Helps of Grace; and if the common In- 


— of the Spirit do not infallibly ſe- 


cure us againſt being miſtaken or deceiy- 


ed; then the Inference is, that a Doc- 


trine, though it be bad immediately from 
God, may yet be falſe; « Prapolition 
this, which though it be neceſſarily con- 
nected with, and flows from that Senſe 
which you put upon theſe Words; yet! 
will be bold, and not fear being thought 
too bold, and ſay, that neither yourſelf, 
mor any one elſe, who admits the Om- 
niſcience and Veracity of God, can be- 
lieve it may be true. But why do we not 
allow that this Propoſition may be true, 
but for this Reaſon; becauſe, to have 2 
Doctrine immediately Fun God, does im- 
ply ſuch a degree of Afſiſtance, as muſt 
certainly and infallibly ſecure us againſt 
Falſhood and Error ? If therefore this 
Propoſition be falſe, (that though a Doc 
trine be had immediately from God, it may 7 


/ 


9 
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TE 
be alk then the oppoſite one muſt be true 
(that whatever Doctrine is had immediately 
from God, maſt certainly and infallibly h 
true). What Aſſiſtance then is that which 
leads to Infallibility ? Is it the ordinary or 
extraordinary? No doubt it is the extraor- 
dinary. From hence then I argue, that 
whoever claims a right to have 4 Text im- 
mediately from God, claims a right, in that 
teſpect, to Infallibility; and whoever claims 
a right to Infallibility claims a right to the 
extraordinary Aſfiſtanees of the Spirit; which 
certainly are ſomewhat more than the com- 
non Influences of Grace. 


A gains ſuppoſe I ſhould tall you, Sir, | 
that Liked I fat down to write this Anſwer 
to your Letter, J ſeriouſly and ſolemnly ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to God, and begged of Him 
to lead me into all Truth; and particularly 


with reſpect to this Caſe now before us; aud 


that in Conſequence of this, I had this my 


Reply immediately from God. What would 
' you, I pray, think of this Speech? Would 


not you look upon it as a very unwarrantable 
one? And would you, Sir, pay that Regard 
to my Letter which a thing that ig bad im- 


 nediately from God deſerves? I cannot eaſily 


perſuade myſelf that you would. Tou, no 


Jonbt, would think the very ſame with 
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other Men in this Caſe; that the Speech 


ſavours of Enthuſiaſm; and is not ſuch as 
either Scripture, or Reaſon could warrant, 
The Application of this I leave to yourſelf, 
and the Inference, I believe; will — loan 
Weight in the Point now before us; and, at 


peaft _ the Senſe of the Expeeſſiogn.i þ 


4 3 "I far, Sir, Goa he, e 


obvious; and commonly received Meaning 
of theſe Words; from the Senſe which they 
bear in other Caſes,” and the Abſurdity a 


underſtandiug them otherwiſe, endeavoured 


to ſhew that the common Aſſiſtances of 


Grace do not warrant the uſe. of ſuch an 
Expreſſion; do not teach us to expect, 
or to ſay we have a- oh ext rmmediately Joo 


God. 


A ſecond Argon] is drawn hence, that 


you cannot well find an Expreſſion which 
more ſtrongly implies an extraordinary Aſſiſt- 


ance of the Spirit. Suppoſe, Sir, you had 
told your Congregation barely that you had 


your Text from God; the Expreſſion would, 


I think, have been unwarranted both from 


- Scripture and Reaſon ; and Men of a ſeri- 
© ous and ſober Judgment would no doubt 
have condemned you for it. But this does 


Hot come * to your Expreſſion; you 75 
L only 
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only had your Text from God, but you had it 
immediately from God, as if the other had not 
been ſtrong enough; and I know not ho ] 
you could well have carried the Expreſſion 


beyond this, ſhould you have aſſerted an 


extraordinary Revelation. What do you 
think that St. Paul, or the other Apoſtles, 
who were immediately inſpired -from God 
with their Doctrines, could have ſaid more 
ſtrongly than you did, that they had them 
immediately from God? Would not this have 
fully implied that extraordinary Aſſiſtance 
which they had ? or what think you could 
have done it more ſtrongly? Suppoſe they 


had ſaid God immediately inſpired tbem; how 
would this Expreſſion have been ſtronger 


than that they had them immediately from 
God? Suppoſe that God immediately gave 
them, or that the Spirit directed them imme- 
diately what to ſay. I muſt confeſs I cannot 


ſee how either of theſe would have been 
ſtronger than your Expreſſion, that you. bag 


your Text immediately de God. as 


Our bleſſed Lord in reproving the 5 


| when they endeavoured to kill him, ſays, 
John viii. 40. But now ye ſeeꝶ to kill me, a 
Man that hath told you the Truth, which I 


have heard of God. Now, Sir, I would aſk, 


what Aſſiſtance of the Spirit our Saviour 
1 8 had, 
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14 . 
"oY (I mean as Man, for it was in this 


reſpe& that the Spirit was given to him) 
and refers to, when he ſays, the Truth which 


be had heard from God. The Spirit you 


know was given him without Meafure.; and 
if this Truth came from the Spirit, there 
can be no doubt but that it was more than 
what we call the ordinary Aſſiſtances there 
of. Now, Sir, I would in conſequence of 
this aſk one more Queſtion, How does it 
appear that our Saviour's Expreſſion, ' the. 
Truth which he heard from God, is ſtrong · 5 
er than yours, the Text which you had im 
mediately from God? Nay, ſhould any one 
require of me to prove the Expreſſion of 
our Saviour's to be as ſtrong as yours, I 


muſt allow it would be may — my 


Power to do it. 


From hence then, Sir, I conclude, that 
you could not well have found an Expreſ- 
ſion, which more ſtrongly implies an extra- 
ordinary Aſſiſtance of the Spirit. And from 
hence therefore, and the preceding Argu- 
ments I do infer, that this Expreſſion, 


having a Text, Doctrine, or whatever elſe 


immediately from God, does belong properly, 
and only to the txtraordiaary Aff ſtances of 


the Spirit. And from hence it is evident, 


that thoſe Chriſtian 9 who Plead 
for 


( 13 ) - 
for nothing more than the common Influ- 
ences of Grace, cannot expect, or ay they 
have, a 2 Text immediately from God. 


But another Conſideration: kad W 
would endeavour to prove that this Ex- 
preſſion cannot poſſibly belong to the ordi- 
nary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit, is drawn from 
what I take to be the natural and genuine 
denſe of theſe- Words. To have any thing 
inmediately from God muſt, as I imagine, be 
underſtood either with reſpeRt to the Time, 
or the Manner of having it given us. As it 
reſpects the Time, it muſt be inſtantiy; as 
it reſpects the Way and Manner, it muſt be 
without the Uſe of "thoſe Means which, accord- 
ing to the ordinary Dealings of Providence, ang 
are commonly neceſſary to obtain ſuch Effects. 
This I take to be the natural and genuine 
Senſe of this Expreſſion; and I hope there is 
no need of proving, that the ordinary Aſſiſt- 
ances of Grace do not teach us to expect, ot 
ſay we have the Gifts of God in this manner. 
Now it was in this Senſe, if I miſtake not, both 
with reſpe& to Time and Manner, that you 
| made uſe of it; and this I think appears from 
conſidering the Circumſtances of your Caſe; 
| for you did not know your Text till that Mo- 
ment ; you then prayed to God to give you one; 
accord) ngly you Ha Jour. Text 1 immediately 


from 
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fen 6 God. Theſe. Sir, were the Circum- 


ſtances of your Caſe. And now I would 
aſk, Whether your Hearers, from confider. 
ing the Expreſſion, and the Circumſtances 
of your Caſe, muſt not naturally be led to 
think that you had your Text infant from 
God, and without the Uſe of thoſe Means cm. 
monly neceſſary, i. e. without the Uſe of Re. 
flection and Conſideration of what Subj ech it 


was moſt proper for your Hearers to be, in. 
ſtructed in, and what Text would be maſt 


2885 to furniſh this Inſtruction. 1 


It is I thiok plain and evident From! th 
whole Tranſaction, that you mentioned this 
to your Hearers not as the common Method 


of God's helping you, but as an Inſtance of 
his more than ordinary Aſſiſtance at that 


particular Time, (though you have inform- 


ed me in your Letter that you have had the 


fame Help in ſome other ſuch difficult 


Caſes) and which you declare ſolemnly in 


your Letter to me was not intended * by 


way of laying claim. to any Superiority in 
Gifts. or otherwiſe to your Brethren the 
Clergy; but that any doubting diſtreſſed 


Conſciences then preſent, might look on 
this Inſtance of God's Providence as a pe- 
culiar Mercy not only to you, but unto then; 


as you was led to explain the Words in 


manner 
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manner ſo very. ſuitable to their Caſe.” How 
ſuitable to their particular Caſe you explain- 
ed them, I ſhall not ſay. But I think with 
reſpect to the Explanation of the Text, you 
might have ſaid you was led to this alſo im- 
nediately from God, as well as that you had 
your Text immediately from him; for the 
lame Principle that will juſtify the one, will 
juſtify the other alſo; and the ſame Reaſon, 
whether it be as you. have hinted in another 
part of your Letter, the great Importance of 
preaching,” or what you have mentioned in 
this, the Comfort to any doubting diftreſſed 
Conſcrences, might require the ſame Aſſiſt- 
ance with reſpect to the Explanation, and 
Application of the; e as £0: NPR Choice 
of it. „ or 12. At 


In ſhort, Sir. a8 to this Paſſage. 2 5 your 
Letter, and the Parts connected with it, I 
know not rightly: how to underſtand: or What 
to make of them. And I hope I do you 
no Injury when 1 ſay, that = Deſign of 
your mentioning this to your Hearers, Was 
to perſuade them to pay a greater Regard to 
you, and what you ſaid at this Time than 
at others, when you had not fo great an- Af- 
ſiſtance; and that this Regard, ſhould, be 
proportioned to that Aſſiſtance you then 
partook of, i. e. TOP a Regard « as that Per- 


ſon 


Yo ins 


* 
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fon does, * who is 


j Auſt be, Fry ſuch. as Fra. degree ef 2 


by ance which is implie {et , 
1 require. If theſe. W Is do naturally, dn | 
7 95 roperly, and VO to their com ; 
Interpretation, refer. to an extraordinary Af 
diſtance (which I think I have bs 
the Caſe); Res me Regard. muſt be ſuch : 
as an ary. Aſſiſtance does re- 1 
quire; but ff — — ſignify, no. more ; 
than the common Helps of Grace, Which WW 
you ſay, the Regard to be paid in this Caſe f 
; is ſuch, as a Perſon. aſſiſted with the com- f 
mon Helps of the Spirit may daſerve, i 
the Regard muſt be far ſhort of what it is ; 
m the other Salk: becauſe the Aſſiſtance os , 
+166 te e 5 EL v 
$8 k©as; 243 LF n 11. 4 b 
18 1 Sir. in n by way af 
— to your Letter. I ſhall now de- . 
oend to particular Conſideration af p 
you have ſaid in defence of this Point. And 
fi here I ſhall Finſt take notice of thaſt Tex 
jj of Scri ipture, which you have produced to tc 
i, Tn this Purpoſe, out of the Prophet Iſaiab and 5 


Goſpel of St. Matthew. Iſaiah lix. 21. G 
As for me, this is my Covenant with then; ti 
| Faith the Lord, my m—_ that is upon _ 
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aud my Words which ] have put in thy Mouth, 
ſhall not depart out of thy Mouth, nor out of 
the Mouth of thy Seed, nor out of the Mouth 
of thy Seed's Seed, ſaith the Lord, from hence- 
forth and for ever. And Matth. xxvill. 20. 

Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the End 
of the World. Allowing that both theſe 
Texts are urged pertinently to the Times of 
the Goſpel, yet I deny the Inference you 
would draw from them; that therefore ve 
may expect to receive, or properly ſay we have 
a Text immediately from God; for theſe 
Paſſages refer either to the ordinary, or ex- 
traordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit. If 
they refer to the extraordinary, they cannot 
belong to you, upon your own Conceſſion, 
for you claim no more than the common 
Helps of Grace; and if they refer to the 
common Alliſtanges of the Spirit, they are 
nothing to the Point, becauſe thoſe Paſſages 
which reſpect only and promiſe nothing 
but the ordinary Helps of the Spirit, can 
never be ſuppoſed to warrant or countenance 
an Expreſſion, which belongs to, and is 
proper for the extraordinary Aſſiſtances only. 


The next Argument you make uſe: of, 
to infer the Propriety of ſuch an Expreſ- * 
ſion, and the Reaſonableneſs of expecting 
ſuch an Aſſiſtance, is drawn from the par- 
ticular Providence of God, of which you 
5 take 


(18) 
take this to be an Inſtance. I'll aſſure you, 
Sir, I do verily beheve the particular Pro- 
vidence of God, otherwiſe Leoultl,notoyell 
e how. particular Men, ceuld obe 
conſidered as moral Agents, and capable a 

Rewards _ Puniſh ments; but a8 tor the: 
Conſec quence. Which you, would draw-faoty 

1 * onen eſs I am at the greateſt Loſs fot it 

1 ou have not ſhewn the Connection] bo- 

bl tween, this. Principle and your Inference 

= and 1 1 do aſſure you I: * unable to diſcover 

. it. Nay, I am ſo far from ſeeing that the 

. particular Providence of God ddes infer ſuch 

1 an Aſſiſtance of the 8 pirit, (fox to the Aſſiſt/ 

bo ance of the Spirit it was attributed by you 

4 as that a Man ſhall have % Text immediate 

Ml from God, that 1 do not know that it infer 

1M he ſhall have apy, Aſſiſtaneg of the Spirit 

if all. A Man, though he allows the, pam: 

5 cular Providence of God, yet I cannot tell 

1 but that he may, conſiſtently with that Ae: 

1 Thore genen deny the. Aſſiſtance of 
Grace, for Grace is the free Gift of God 
and . whether Ft WI * or no, is not 

Lada: Providence 
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to thoſe whoare united te Hm by Faith; 
| anſwer, thab/T hope I Am Alſb unkecd te 
by Faith (in fuch an Union as Scrip- 
ture warrants) i and im ebnſequetite of th ! 
[ hope te partske of thoſe Bepefte whith' 
reſult fro chigen; but Icbuld 
yet learn that either Dee 
Writ, or any fjeeeſſary Conſetuence dedy 
from them, would'teach ey ryett 
hence that; imneaſure Affiftatite Molt on 
talk of; and af Benpture dees nöt, 5 tow! 
not what gan de 79 fo 906100 0 
40% 200 dime 28 nim. t 1 age 
abe Argum ent yo trske uſe of 
to juſtify this'Expreffion-is What follows; 
That any retnarkable' Anſwer to "6 Prayer, 
viz. Deliverane from Danger, D Piet, o 
dickneſs, Pardon of Sin, POWer 6 my 
evil Habit or T Graod t —. —— 
Holineſs; in may certainly in a proper: 
fad to be ane front” Th 
Inference that you'would: draw! 85 m hence; 
is: That therefore we muy exper? th reverve; 
or properly ſay aus hade a Text m- 
from God. But im anſwer to this 1 KCantiot 


per Senſe be ſaid to be immediately from God. 
Secondly, ſuppoſe T-thoul# aloW'y du this. 
Point, I'maſt' yet the Inference: be- 
cauſe I Go not take them to be parallel Caſes. 
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_ te Play to God to deliver hien felt 
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obs bers, apt is Well? this would: be . 
 medintely” from God, as it reſpects the Tink. 
Suppoſe this to de 107HDMF be i 1% 9 bo 
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| & then, a Man'fabject to any evil Unb 

—— to > be-quldiered fromtit ; 1 
and without any farther uſe of his on T.. 
deavours, this evil Habit or Temper is loſt. 
and the good one oppoſite thereto implant 
ed in n Mind. Such 4 Power may with 


— 2 it. But 1 would uh 
Js it ſuch a Power as: this, att inſtn 
taneous one, and without the = — but 
own Endeavours, which Scripture h 
miſed, Reaſon bids us hope for, or Ea: 
rience "teaches us to be the common 
Ana. Method of Ges W g SY 
this 10 — — a Mir cle n 
World, as a Man's immediate Roste 
from a dangerous vicknels, ithout 
of Means, would be in the a 
Should you reply, that God may nnd. 1 
this — if he — there is none ui 
deny it; but the Queſtion between us | 
not what God may de if he pleaſes be 
what he — does, what be h. 
romiſed us to do, and therefore what ni 
have reaſon to expect that _ _ do. 
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think you muſt prove that we may expect 
myaculous — 1 muſt be-of; Qpitiion 


that you are miſtaken, ben you ſuppuſo 
that the common Anſwers to! Prayer at 


von have added ramarbabTͤ n wers, yet l 
e this dogs not imply any thing morey 
Seen it n asking birne But 

HHH erf ITED Ir eln: e 1 
ns cate Gould. Allow. that the ordi« 
nary cg toy; ern — 1 yon here 
inſtanced in, are immediately from Gad yet 
1 think there may be ſome Reaſon for deny 
ing the Inference: which vo.˙̃ would: dia 
from it, that therefore we may-exper® to lum 
a" Text immediately from Ged; unleſs itrbe 
proved to be as difficult a thing to chooſe i 


Proper, Text, as it is to recover from Sick 


nels, to overcome np evil. Habit, Tem · 
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| ay ein, ata: nada. ent 
8 5 the next place, you tell me, « That 
God, who attends to the minuteſt Inftances; 
to a Sparrowis falling, to the number oß the 
Hairs of our ade pill oral be attentine 
„the much, more important Work of the 
ſpel Miniſtry; this, Sir, I ſhall-readily 
grant vou. A Line or two farther on, y¹ 
you aſk; me, Where then is the Enthw' 
Halm of ne tho, I to dae 


* 1510 27 ) fit OY $137 API 17 4 


his Providenod and Grace, affrſt à Miniſter, 
when 'tis Welh ek own And lleed that he 
does ſo in Matters of far leſs Concern àtid I 
portance? This alſo I ſHalt reathly' _— | 
provided you mean ſueh an 'Fiiter 15 
a8 is agrecable tö the ebmffon Deulinz 
of God's Grace ant Providencꝶ q neither d 
I remember that I have either in Words, or 
by Conſequences denied that the Fri 
dence of God, or the common Affiftandes 
of Grace do belong to us. You! 
then: My Abkhority att Warräht he 
Reaſon for the above Aﬀertion is, at 1 | 
think it very rafionalfor 4 Ofeature to x 
to his Creator for Direction i Difficulties. 
$ do I; though am of Opinion, chat thE 
Difficulty vou laboured under was thioigh 
your own Fault. Then yo add, And 
tis alſo agreeable to Reaſon to ſuppoſe that 
Direction, when it comes, to be immediately 
fm God.“ Antthere,” Sir; Lennet agree 
with you; dis upon tis Patt che Skrefs of 
the Foint does depend; for this Direction 
is not gwen inſtanranbbiiſſy; and ibu tb 
uſe of Means, but conſiſts in the'Blefſing'of” 
God upon, and in his affiſting ef ds in te 
uſe of our o Fueulties, fl. b. it does Wot? 
ſuperſede and deſttby; but requires the Ex- 
etwiſe of our O¹n Powers Ard therefore 
ha. ever our Determination may be in this 
E 2 0 
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or ſuch like Caſes, fuppoſing-that Goditog | 


affiſt us, yet cannot it be ſaid to be either 
immediately, or ſolely from God, but pro- 
ceeds from the uſe of our''own Faculties 


with the Bleſſing of God upon them. Tl. 
low then the orticulah Providence of God; 


J allow alſo the common Aſſiſtance 301 


Grace to the Clergy i in their Work of tlie 
Miniſtry; but I cannot ſee, or make Git 
the Inference which you would draw from 
theſe Principles, that therefore God will in- 
mediately give us what we aſk for; as inmt- 
diately fignifies inflantarntoufly;' and willoli 
tbe, uſe of Means, or without the Exereiſe 


of 6ur own Faculties ; and therefore Tiean- 


not allow that other Conſequence which 


you would draw from this laſt, that thetefore 
God will aſſiſt us in ſuch a Manner. as-that 


we may expect fo receive, or properly ſay ue 


have 4 "'T, ext 1mmediately from Him; this i 


(44 


* 


Jour Warrant from Reaſon, and indeed) Sir, 


1 can N. no means look end as ſufficient. 
nnn eie 119 WW. 


As. A [Further Anſwer! to my Objection, 


1 as a farther Warrant * 
you produce the following Text; Wha 
ever. ye ſhall aſk the Father in my Name, H: 
woll give it you. And you preſume it is no 


Enthuſiaſm to believe this to be a Promiſe 


of our Saviour to his People, (neither do | 


think 


">a Ts Hm Kc vw >» Mor ce ie -om 
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think it is) that they might aſk with Bald. 
nc (fuch I hape as becomes a Creature to- 
wards his — whatſoever they ſtood in 
need of, ſpiritual Bleſſings eſpecially, If 
tis no Enthuſiaſm to pray for ſpiritual Help 
and Direction (which I never ſuppoſed it to 
be) it can be no Enthuſiaſm to Jay, our 
Prayers are anſwered, when we receive the 
Direction and Help we . fore nik.mt- 
ver aſſerted, it was, provided thi 18. be under 
ſtood of the common Helps of Grace. „This 
Help you tell me you think, yea verily be- 
lieve you found, and therefore verily believe 
you had your Text, as you have explained the 
Terms, immediately from God. By What FO 
your Explanation of theſe, Terms, I mu 
confeſs; I do not as yet know though 1 
have with ſome Care, and very often, to 
read over your Letter. You have. indeed 
endeavoured to defend the Expreſſion; but 
you have not, as far as J can ſee, given any 
| particular, and expreſs Meaning of theſe 
Words had immediately from God. Your | 
Reaſon for this I. leave/to yourſelf. - | 
Let us now conſider the. Force of. this Ar- 
gument, and ice, whether it proves our 
Point or no. The Words of Chriſt are, 
Woatfoever qe ſhall aſe the, Father. in my 
Name, He will give it you. Suppoſe this to 


refer both to piſpiricual and temporal Bleſ- 
| lings, 
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this Paſſage i 


ſings, bd to Ef to „ Chilla it ih al 
Ages; I aſk how does this prove your Paint, 
that we may expect to receive, and properly ſay 
de have a Text immediately from God 85 the 
Paſſage of Holy Writ — certainly be un- 
derfigod with ſome Limits and ReſtriQions 


ſuch as whatever God has promiſed, and 


whatever is either neceſſary for him to give, 

or for us to aſł; one of theſe Limits your 
oY have men Bode, whatever. we fund in 
need of. In order therefore to, prove that 
is to your Purpoſe, yon muſt 
prove that either God has promiſed, or it is 
neceſſary for him to give you Text imme. 
diately upon your aſking it; and I believe 
this will be a Point that you will find tu be 
attended with ſome Difficulty. The Text 
then is allowed, * the cs warren, 
deni. 10 | 
TSS bs 18 400 

Again "5D the Words of this Text are; 
Whatſoever ye : ſhall aſk the Fatber in my Name, 


He will. give it you; not, he will immediate 


iy give it you. N either the Word itſelf, nor 


yet the Senſe of it, is to be found in this 


Ne and therefore I apprehend, that 
according to the Rules of reaſoning, it ought 
not to be found in the Concluſion which is 
drawn from. it. And yet this Word zmme- 
Kacke is that Word, — which the 2 
0 


* 


of his Spirit; but 1 think it does by: 


* 


(3 T 
of this Point does chiefly depend and there- 


fore J cannot think that this Faſſage _ 
up to what you: are to JOune © = 


Thus "uh bir e 1 e 8 ons 
fder the general Principle; and to ſhew that 
Miniſters in theſe preſent times cannot exper? 
to recei vs, or properly ſay they have a Text 
immediately from God, becauſe theſe Words 
do belong to the extrardinary;' and we 
claim no more at preſent than the common 
lnfluenees of Grace. Now if this general 
Principle be falſe, the Conſequence which 
depends upon it muſt of necel ity be falſe 
likewiſe. I have alſo endeavoured to con- 
fider thoſe Arguments, which you have 
urged in Defence of this general Naa, 1 
and to ſhew that they de: not come up to. 


your Point. What you have faid does in- 


deed plainly ſhew the Truth of God's er di- 
zary Providence, and the common Aſſiſtances 


76 
means prove, that to have a Text immediate A 


. from Gad is either an Inſtance of, or wha . 


may now.a- days be expected frotn; the 6. 
linary Providence of G4, and tke ordinary { 
Aſſiſtances of his Grace, which yet was was the J 
Point that you ſhould have proved. TER * 


am apt to think that Miracles are Inſtances 
of og 8 een 1 not * ordingry 
i t Providence z as 
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Providence ; ; and from hence 1 ſhould con. 


clude, that as we cannot expect Miracles in 


theſe days, we cannot therefore expect every 


thing that may be conſidered as Inſtances of 


God's particular Providence. Allow there- 


fore that to have a Text immediately from 


God be an Inſtance of God's particular Pro- 


vidence, it does not, as I apprehend, infer, 
that we may therefore expect to have a Tex 


given us in this manner. 


1 am Gill then of opinion, FRO this Ex. 
preſſion does properly belong to the'extra- 


ordinary Aſſiſtances of the Spirit only. And 


here, Sir, I would beg leave to lay down 
this following Obſervation, with reſpect to 
the ordinary and extraordinary Operation of 
God's Providence and Grace, and which [ 
take to be the true State of theſe muß 


The extraordinary prod uces its Efecd, 
either without the Means, or perhaps oppo- 


ſite to the very Nature of thoſe Means which 
it makes uſe of. For Inſtance : in the mi- 


raculous Cures of our blefled Saviour, when 
by a Word he healed the Sick, this Effect 
was produced without the Uſe of "Means; 
or when he ſpit upon the Ground, and 


therewith made Clay, 'and anointed the 
Eyes of the Blind that he might recover his 


Sight; 


13 


8ig ht ;- | this Effect ſeems to be oppoſite ts. 
— very Nature of thoſe Means which were 


made uſe of, which appear much more like- 
ly to blind a Man who could ſee, than to 
give Sight to one who was blind.—But the 
ordinary Providence and Grace of God in 
general operates by the Uſe of. Means; in 
the natural World the Providence of God 
operates by the Intervention of natural 
Means; in the moral and ſpiritual World 
the Grace of God operates by the Interven- 
tion of moral and ſpiritual Means: and 


with reference to this hft, .our. Church 
thanks God for the Means o Grace. Nov 


if this Obſervation be true, then you may 


perceive that it is the extraordinary Interpo- 
ſitions of Providence and Grace that ope- 


rate immediately, i. e. without the Uſe of 
Means; but the ordinary operate mediately, 
i. e. by the Intervention of proper Means. 
And it may be farther obſerved, that what 
Providence and Grace produce without 


Means, is generally produced. inſtanta- 
neouſly alſo. From hence then we may 


gueſs to which kind of 1 Jour 


Words do n 2 


But ſuppote I ſhould allow, that 7 in gene 


ral we may expect to receive, and proper 4 perly ſay 
we have our Te exts zmmediately fi rom Go 


z and 
* that 


— 


„ 

that this Expreſſion does imply no - mote 
than that we ſhall have the common Helps 
of God's Grace to aſſiſt us in the Choice of 
them, (which yet I think by no means a 


natural Senſe of the Expreſſion) yet we may 


be often deceived in applying this Rule to 


particular Inſtances; fo that it is nat fo 


eaſily ſhewn that a Man can ſay concerning 
this or that particular Text, or that you 
might properly fay of yours, that you bag it 


immediately from God. Men are often either 
deceived, or deceive themſelves, in deter- 
mining what Actions are done by the Af 


fiftance of Grace. For ſome judge of this 
by an heated Imagination, and warm Im- 
preſfion of Spirit at the Time of performing 
the Action; which is a very falſe and dan- 
gerous Method of determining, as it is war- 


ranted neither by Scripture, nor yet by Rea- 


ſon ; and has often been attended with very 
bad Conſequences; ſuch as attributing to 


the Spirit of God ſuch things as are very un- 
worthy of Him, and ſuch as flowed from 


the Suggeſtions of a warm Fancy, or per-: 
haps of ſome evil Spirit, and has I imagine 
been very often the Friend and Companian 


of what is called Enthuſiaſm. —— The beft 


Method of judging upon this Point, as I ap- 
prehend, is to conſider theſe following Par- 
ticulars: Is the Action ſuch as God has 


F Com- 
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commanded, or ls it implied under any ge- 
neral Precept, or at leaſt is it ſuch as is en- 
ſiſtent with the Nature of our Religion? Is 
it ſuch as God has promiſed, or it is eæxpe- 
dient for Him to aſſiſt us in the Perfor- 
| mance of? Now in judging of theſe Points 
whether the thing anſwers in theſe Parti- 
culars or no, we are often liable to Error 3 
and therefore we often miſtake in our de- 
termining of what particular Actions were 
done by the Affiſtance of Grace; but as the 
Action appears to agree more or leſs in theſe 
Particulars, the greater or leſs Reaſon have 
we to hope that it was done by the Aſſiſt - 
ance of the Spirit. And from hand think | 
we may draw this Concluſion; that it is un- 
warrantable for a Man haſtily and poſitively 
to determine concerning fuch a particular 

tion, that it was done by the Aſſiſtanee of 
Grace; and eſpecially i in ſuch Actions as do 
not appear to be particularly, ar clearly 
commanded by God. For though it be 
very certain, that the Spirit of God does 
afſiſt us in the Performance of all good 
Actions, yet when we deſecnd to particular 
Actions, it is often not ſo clear that this or 
that Action is a good one; and therefore it is 
not fo clear that we were aſſiſted by Grace 
in the Performance of it. So that there is 
a wide Difference between foying that God 
F-2 cenables 
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mand, or at leaſt unleſs it be agreeable to 
the Nature of our Religion, I cannot think 


(36). 
enables us by his Spirit to do good Actions 


cular Action. Apply this to your own Caſe, 
Is there any Command of God that you 
ſhould : chooſe that particular Text which 
you did; or is it implied under any general 
Precept; or is it indeed conſiſtent with the 
Nature of our Religion that you ſhould 
make choice of this Text, and allegorize.it 
in that manner you did? Even with reſpect 
to this laſt, whether it be agreeable to, or 
confiſtent with, our Religion, I am ſomes 
what in doubt, and much more fo with re- 
gard to the two others; and therefore 1 
ſhould not have been over-haſty in deter- 
mining that you had the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit at all, either in directing you to the 
Text, or to the Manner of. treating it. For 
unleſs God has commanded you to chooſe, 
or it be implied under any general Com- 


— Sd ws rms PL A Dy R 


that either God has promiſed, or that it n 
would ſeem proper for Him to aſſiſt you in ſt 
i. —As my other Reaſonings endeavour to i b 
' ſhew, that we cannot .in general expect to, ir | 
proper ſay we have our Texts immediate) 
From God; ſo this Obſervation ſeems to 
prove, that though in general it might be 


allowed, that God would give us cou 
> Text: 


637 
Texts immediately, yet that when we de 
{cend to particular Inſtances, it would be 
no ſuch eaſy Matter to determine that this 
or that particular Text was had immediate- 
from Him; and therefore I cannot but 
think that you was much too haſty and 
poſitive (even allowing the Principle in ge- 
neral) in determining that you had your 
particular Text from God; and I am the 
more confirmed in this Opinion, becauſe 
your Text appears not to me to have been 
ſo very proper, as it does not contain either 
Doctrine or Precept, but is a mere hiſtorical 
Fact. . „ word} WES 


Much indeed is it to be wiſhed; that thoſe 
Perſons who talk ſo much of having the 
Spirit in theſe preſent Times, would ſpeak 
with the ſame Modeſty of this Point that 
our own Church does, In her Ordination 
Service there is a Paſſage (which though 
much quoted by ſome Perſons, and I think 
not very pertinently) perhaps one of the 
ſtrongeſt in her Offices, which I ſhall 
beg leave to mention. It is the Queſtion 
which is put to thoſe who are Candi- 
dates for the Order of Deacons. Do you 
TRUST fhat you are ihwardly moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt to take upon you this Ofiae? The 
Anſwer which is ſuppoſed to be given 
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(3) 
is, I TRUST fo. Compare your kind of 
Expreſſion with this of our Church, and 
you will eaſily perceive the Difference, 
Suppoſe then it had been ſaid, according to 
your Language, Are you . IMMEDIATELY 


moved by the HoLy' GnosT to take upon you 


this Office © and then anfwer in the fame 


manner, I am IMMEDIATELY moved by the | 
HoLy GuosT 70 ds it; there needs not] 


think much Conſideration, nor any great 
degree of judgment to diſcern the Difference 
between theſe Expreffions. In that of our 
Church, the Candidate implies a modeſt 
Hope that he has thoſe good Aﬀedtions 
which are proper for the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, arid that he alſo hopes. that. theſe 


Aﬀections came from the good Spirit of 


God; but in the other he confidently afferts, 
that he is :mmediately moved by tha Holy 
Ghoſt for this Purpoſe. In the one indeed 


he hopes, that his good Defires proceed from 


the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit; in the other, 
he is pofitive that he is Fru e directed 
* the Spirit of God for this End. 


And here I cannot but a that this 
Expreſiion of our Church ſeems to point 
out to us the Difficulty there is, in poſitive- 


ly determining that this, or that particular 


— or Deſire, and conſequently 
that 


| of : TW} - | 

and hat this, or that particular Action pros 
nce, Mcecded from the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit; 
go nd therefore it does not require of the 
ELy (candidate to ſay poſitively, I am moved, but 


- 


„only, I 71/7 fo. 


the Should you fay in Anſwer to all this, that 
ot 1 Nerery Man has a Right to interpret his own 
Words: I ſhould reply, that this is ſome- 
times true, and ſometimes falſe. If the 
Expreſſion which is made uſe of does clear- 
ly and fairly, both in itſelf, and in its Con- 
nection with the Diſcourſe, admit of dif- 
ferent Senſes, then I think the Speaker has 
t Right to explain himſelf, and to give his 
own Senſe of the Words ; but ſuppoſe that 
the Expreſhon has ſuch a particular Mean- 


ly ing, both in its own natural and common 
ved Lie, and as it ſtands connected with the 


Diſcourſe, the Perſon then who makes uſe 
of it has certainly no Right to put an un- 
natural and forced Interpretation upon it, 
n order to ſcreen himſelf; and eſpecially in 
fuch kind of Diſcourſes as are delivered 


tom the Pulpit, for the Inſtruction and 
jint Benefit of Mankind in their moſt impor- 
ye ant Concerns ; for the Deſign of theſe Diſ- 
lar courſes is to be underſtood, and the Senſe 
tly of the Speaker to be diſcovered ; but how 
hat 


an theſe be underſtood, and the Senſe of 
| the 
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7 eee and ant Meaning. 11 b 15 
Words, together with their en 


(and eſpecially in a Point of 
tance as this) to uſe ſuch Expreſſions 2 


taken Notions; and then tell them that he 
did not mean ſo; Whatever Seiiſe' the Jou, 


allow us to put that Interpretation upon 
them, which their natural, obvious, uſuz 
| n and Connection does require, 


: make before I put an End to this. Anſwer 
it is this: That though in Words you dif 
claim any Afiſtance. of the 8 1 bot what 
is ordinary, yet the Fat itſelf f 15 60 re 
<quire ſomewhat more than his,” or I can 


Into his, Pulpit, without knowing his, Text 
5 and what he is to deliver, at leaſt "Witho 
conſidering 1 in ſome degree of it, and ther 
to pray to God for, and to expect to, and 
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'The, Preacher then has certain] 4 48 Right, 
C Impor. 


would naturally lead his Hearers into mil. 


Sir, would fix upon t theſe Words, you mult 


£ : 
2 7 
A 


There i is anther Remark which I'woul 


not eaſily conceive how the omi Afſiſt 
ances of Grace will warrant a Man's getting 


ſay he has a Text immediately tt „ Gul 
which I take to be your Caſe. Certain) 
Sir, unleſs I am greatly deceived, this look 


like A. Claim of ſomewhat more than t 
com 


natu⸗ 
ff his 
Aion? 
Kight 
* 
Ns a3 
) mil. 
lat he 
n you, 
muſk 


4) 
common Helps of the Spirit; and I cannot 
but think ſo, till the contrary be ſhewn very 
plainly, which to me ſeems impoſſible. 
If I miſtake not, you told your Hearers, 
that it was certainly the Miniſter's Duty to 
think of his Text and Matter before this 
Time; in which Point I thoroughly agree 
with you: but how to reconcile this to your 
Behaviour in getting up into your. Pulpit, 
without knowing your Text, and what you 
was about to diſcourſe, I cannot eaſily per- 
ceive. And if, Sir, you may have your 
Text immediately from God, why not I pray 
your whole Sermon? And if you may 
have this immediately from God, I ſhould 
be glad to know in what Caſes, and in what 
Reſpects this immediate Aſſiſtance does be- 
long to you. But ſuppoſe you had not had 
your Text immediately from God, I would 
ak, what you would have done in this 
Caſe ? 


A to my Notions of the Aſſiſt- 
ances of Grace, they do ſuppoſe our own 
Endeavours ; 1. e. they do ſuppoſe in this 
Caſe that a Miniſter wilt confider carefully, 
what are thoſe Doctrines and Duties in 
which the People want to be inſtructed; 
and to have enforced upon them, (begging 
the Bleſſing of God, and the Aſſiſtance ot 

8 his 
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his Grace in the Uſe of his Endeavours} fo 
that he may perceive what are the mmoſt 


per Subjects for him to infiſt upon; and 


then I think he may expect the Divine AR 


ance to bleſs theſe his Endeavours, andto give 
them Succeſs ; though not indeed” by ay 


immediate Direction fromm Heaven, yet by 
enabling him (though in æ manner imper- 
ceptible to himſelf, and which he may not 


be able perfectly to diſtinguiſh) -to chodſs, 


and deliver what is proper, and to vhs 
his Labours Succeſs. Had. you proceeded 


in this manner, I doubt not but that God 
would have affi ſted you, as he does other 
Teachers i in the like Caſes. . 2 1 be ems 


9 4 329 N. 44 


And here, Sir, 1 would have it obſerved, 


5] hit what T have faid on this Point refers to 


the coimon and ordinary Dealings of God, 

and, to anne, and ordinary Caſes. What 

he, may, d do in an my petrol and particular Ins 

Nance , in which a greater degree of 'Afliſt- 
Ma be req be a 85 comm. 


ance ma 


Ceflary, Y, "T $0 abr dere as It is 4 


por ur f Furpofe S. For your Caſe was certalily 


a" common atrd ordinary” one: vou ' knew 
"you was to preach ; you knew in genetal 
what kind of Aadience you might expect; 
and therefore I think you might, and con- 


quently it was your Duty, to have pre. 
pared 


e 
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| (43 ) 
pared Wah Hor this Purpoſe. . But, to 
neglect this, an 8 expect that ( God. ſhould ' 
tely. 


thus. immedia ſt you at th he very Mo- 
nent you; w2s1to.addrefs your Heaters, and 
to lay that he. did, 97 „Ras fe 5. 0 BP9p. the $ 
moſt ſerious. and. E aug le deration, 
the Air not of Duty, and of 5 FD and 

are teen ae 


nene lee cannot. bu but 
the Cafe muſt. be very ae 

to warrant. * s 

as s this. „ £03512 rant 


pd hus, gle” * 1 endeayopred to OFT 12 
IL er your Anſwer, and to give Jou my Rea: 
ons for not being Creed with it. I have 
ved; deen ſomewhat long upon this Point, that I 
s to might more particularly Such what you 
vod, have ſaid, and to put an End 18 0 12 Dif 0 
That upon this Head. T hope Ih hays fairly ſt 

In- your Anſwers z,. if Lb have . 1770 15 
in I very 1 5 ee & my kr crop, 0 4 


le- this R Reply, ma n 
te left to your, on 1 Fo 10 tut 2 5 HEE 


Thy One thing I it beg of 70 it youth Ink 
new WM proper to 1 another Anſwer, that y vou 
eral wil! be more careful in thewing the Eon 
ect; MW nection between your Arguments, and the 
con- dare e You. Fool fabi 10h them. 
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The true State of che Eſtion, and Wk 
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- Grace 40 warrant us to expect, aid? tb. 
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- Secondly, To ſhew how this gen R6 

=: be applied to particular Caſes; "6 
rſon may with Certainty fag] this 4 
had this, or char particular Text, in 
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